Perioperative care of the infant with congenital heart disease.
The current approach to the perioperative management of the infant and child with congenital heart disease has been discussed. The major focus has been on potential problems of oxygen transport as they relate to vital organ system function. Management strategies for specific defects or perioperative problems have also been considered as well as the newer on-line monitoring techniques, while stressing the importance of careful clinical evaluation. The ultimate surgical outcome is dependent not only on the adequacy of repair or palliation but on the treatment of potential life-threatening situations that may take place during the critical postoperative period.